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¥Fic. 1. Tosia parva (Perrier). Tep, specimen from Pillsbury sta. 707,
abactinal view, 6.1 X.—Bottom, specimen from Silver Bay sta. 2263, ac-
tinal view, 7.83.
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Anus prominent, subcentral. Madreporite roundly triangular, about
two-thirds as large as adjacent abactinal plates; located approximately one-
third the distance from center of disk to middle of interbrachial arc. No
pedicellariae.

Type: Museum of Comparative Zoology, cat. no, 417 {lectotype).

Type-locality: off Grenada, 168 m, Blake sta. 253.

Distribution: This species is found throughout the Antillean province,
extending from 50 miles south of Cape Fear, North Carolina to Trinidad.
Its bathymetrie range is 30-597 m.

Discussion: The smallest specimen examined measures R = 6 mm. All
its characters are the same as in an adult, except the peripheral granules
of the abactinals of the radial areas are not yet fused.

The smallest specimen of Goniaster tessellatus I examined (R = 9 mm)
is distinguished from Tosia parve by having naked superomarginals and
the abactinal and actinal plates completely covered by granules. Specimens
as small as R = 11 mm already have abactinal spines forming.

Pentagonaster parvus Perrier belongs in Tosia because of its pentag-
onal form, actinal granulation and lack of pedicellariae. It is distin-
guished from all other species of Tosia by its central abactinal and mar-
ginal granules. It is the only species of Tosia not from Australian waters
and is a Tethyan relict.

The specimen collected at Blake station 253 is designated the lecto-
type and the type locality is restricted to off Grenada, 168 m. The speci-
mens collected by the Blake at stations 32, 276 and 296 have been placed
together and it is impossible to determine which specimen is from which
station. These three specimens are designated the paralectotypes.
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